shows the eye extracted from a minke whale.
The structure of the eye was similar to that of other mammals.
The cornea was transparent and the lens was colorless and slightly elliptical.
The retina was observed through the vitreous humor which was transparent and gelatinous. Topographic Distribution of Ganglion Cells in the Retina Figure 4 shows photographs of ganglion cells taken in different areas of the retina. These photographs indicate that the distribution of ganglion cells is irregular in the retina of the minke whale. Isodensity maps of ganglion cells (Fig. 5) were made on the basis of the density of ganglion cells per 1mm2 area. These maps show that two high density areas (Figs. 5-A, B ) existed in the temporal and rostral sectors. In the two individuals examined in this study, the maximum densities of the ganglion cells were 118 and 161 cells/mm2 as observed in the temporal area of the retina. This area is considered to be homologous with the "area centralis".
On the other hand, there were few ganglion cells around the optic disk. 
Estimation of the Upper Limits of Visual Acuity
We estimated visual acuity according to an earlier protocol16) as follows.
As the minke whale seems to belong to arrhythmic and crepuscular species that are partially diurnal in their activity patterns and operate in a wider range of luminance than purely nocturnal species,7) the PND (Posterior Nodal Distance of the eye7)) is 57% of its axial length, i. e. 
